THE FIRST SIX YEARS                                                    35
the child is well past a year old. If he starts to urinate inside the
hogan he is told to go outside, and an older child will often gently
lead him out. At first elimination is permitted just outside the door;
later the child is expected to go away into the bushes. He is not
punished for lapses or accidents but encouraged to act like his elders.
It is important to realize that bowel control is not expected of the
Navaho child until he is old enough to direct his own movements
and merely accompany an elder at night and in the morning. The
mother or an older sister takes the child out when she herself goes
to defecate and tells the little one to imitate her position and her
actions. After a time, the youngster who continues to wet or soil
himself is unmercifully teased by all present. However, in the nor-
mal case, these functions soon come to be taken for granted. There
is none of the obsessive daily questioning as to whether a bowel
movement has occurred which is so marked a feature of recent
American family life. The Navaho mother pays no attention to these
matters unless there is a moderately serious illness. The child's feces
are not regularly examined. Moreover, little feeling of disgust for
urine or feces is inculcated. There is no exaggerated emphasis upon
the unpleasantness of odors or consistency of excreta. The child is
not thoroughly washed each time it soils itself. A little girl of four
will scrape out the "diapers" of her young brother in a perfectly
matter-of-fact manner.
Boys appear to find weaning a more upsetting experience than do
girls.6 At least their temper tantrums are more frequent, more sus-
tained, and more intense. They bite and slap other people (especially
their mothers), kick and scream. Why boys should be more affected
by weaning than girls can be only guessed at, at present. One guess
is that there is a connection with sex experiences. From the very be-
ginning Navahos take sexuality as natural and permitted. They do
not interfere with the toddler's exploration of the genital region or
with so-called "infantile masturbation" (though the cradle inhibits
this earlier). Not only are children allowed to manipulate their own
genitals freely but the mother herself may stroke the naked genitals
of a nursing child with her hand. Some observations indicate that
she does this more often with boys than with girls. This practice
and the differing structure of the external sex organs may cause boys
to react more strongly than girls to the cessation of nursing.
6 Cf. Dennis' study of Hopi children, listed on p. 267.